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Wisconsin Crop Weather

Compiled by the Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics Service
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Rain and Warm Temperatures

SOIL MOISTURE
CONDITIONS AS OF
September 6, 2002

Rain was common across the state for the past week. These
included some heavy rains in the northern and middle sections
of the state. There were reports of 8-10 inches locally in
Chippewa County. Most areas of the north received 3-5 inches
of rain, which halted most hay operations. Corn silage harvest
was in full swing in the south and beginning everywhere in the
state. The unseasonally warm temperatures helped the late-
planted crops to catch up after the cool spring. Temperatures
ranged from 3 to 9 degrees warmer than average.

There were 5.2 days suitable for fieldwork in Wisconsin last

week. The soil moisture was estimated at 2 percent very short,
13 percent short, 73 percent adequate, and 12 percent surplus.
Topsoil moisture was raised across the state, with excess now State Average
reported in some areas.

Very Short 2%
The soybean crop showed signs of maturing rapidly over the Short 13%
past week. Leaves turned color over all parts of the state. The Adequate .\‘w”\o
percentage of soybeans reported with leaves turning color Surplus 12%
advanced to 54 percent statewide, compared to 15 percent last
week. A reporter in Waupaca County reported that soybeans Source: Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics Service

are the best looking crop in years. Soybeans in Columbia

County and across southern Wisconsin were beginning to drop . . ore
leaves and show signs of ripening. Corn has been helped by the % Wisconsin Crop OMﬂmaﬁ.Mﬂm
unusually warm temperatures. Prime corn silage maturity may - as of September 6, 2§02

pass quickly if the warm weather continues. Corn silage Very
harvest is in full swing where farmers are able to drive in fields. Item poor | Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent

Moisture levels for bunker silos and bagging of silage were

good in the south. Upright silos will not be far behind. Corn
borers may be a problem across the state, with reports of Pasture 3 10 25 52 10
lodging becoming more common. Corn husks turned brown Com 5 12 23 42 18
and samples in Dane County showed short ears and blank Soybean 4 8 23 46 19

Percent

kernels where corn was stressed during pollination. Corn in

dent stage was reported to be at 56 percent statewide, compared

to 39 percent last week and 51 percent for the S-year average. h.wO-.m._ UOCQJ and Dent mnmﬂmm
Wisconsin by District September 8, 2002

Hay harvest was slowed significantly in the northern areas of Percent

the state due to heavy rains. Quality and quantity of both third 100
and fourth crops were described as good. The added moisture

from last week’s storms have allowed for new seeding to be 80 Wf
planted in many areas. 60 W :
40 |} N
Tobacco harvest neared completion in Dane County last week. 20 W .
Apple harvesting was progressing across the state. Quality in ) ‘ %
Bayfield County was very good, while Dane County reported a 0" L R
short crop. Potato harvest was begun in some arcas of the NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE
state. Sweet corn and vegetables for farmers markets are N Dough
slowing down, with fall and late produce showing up. B Dent
% Wisconsin Crop Progress, September 8, 2002
Crop and percent District average State average
of acreage NW | NC [ NE |WC | C |EC |sw | sc | sg | This | Last | S-year
year year |average
Corn in dough stage 76 80 75 84 85 81 95 90 95 86 71 85
Corn in dent stage 45 44 40 60 58 55 68 65 70 56 20 51
Corn hvstd. for silage 2 1 2 5 5 4 15 10 11 7 1 10
Soybeans turning color 40 42 35 45 48 51 59 60 65 54 14 4]
Third cutting hay 75 70 80 84 81 89 90 92 93 83 78 77
Fourth cutting hay 15 18 16 123 20 21 30 36 35 25 13 n.a.




